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would always prove the foundation of its whole policy,
and that to deceive them by pretences of a truce or a
treaty, and to triumph afterwards over the results of its
fraud, was to be expected as a matter of course. Sooner
would the face of nature be changed than the cardinal
maxim of Catholic statesmanship be abandoned.110

But the influence of the Nassaus, of the province of
Zeeland, of the clergy, and of the war-party in general,
had been overbalanced by Barneveld and the city cor-
porations, aided by the strenuous exertions of the French
ambassadors.

The decision of the States-General was received with
sincere joy at Brussels. The archdukes had something
to hope from peace, and little but disaster and ruin to
themselves from a continuance of the war. Spinola too
was unaffectedly in favour of negotiations. He took the
ground that the foreign enemies of Spain, as well as her
pretended friends, agreed in wishing her to go on with
the war, and that this ought to open her eyes as to the ex-
pediency of peace. While there was a general satisfaction
in Europe that the steady exhaustion of her strength in
this eternal contest made her daily less and less formid-
able to other nations, there were on the other hand
puerile complaints at court that the conditions pre-
scribed by impious and insolent rebels to their sovereign
were derogatory to the dignity of monarchy.111 The
spectacle of Spain sending ambassadors to the Hague to
treat for peace, on the basis of Netherland independence,
would be a humiliation such as had never been ex-
hibited before. That the haughty confederation should
be allowed thus to accomplish its ends, to trample down
all resistance to its dictation, and to defy the whole
world by its insults to the Church and to the sacred
principle of monarchy, was most galling to Spanish
pride. Spinola, as a son of Italy, and not inspired by
the fervent hatred to Protestantism which was indige-
nous to the other peninsula, steadily resisted these argu-
ments. None knew better than he the sternness of the
stuff out of which that republic was made, and he felt
that now or never was the time to treat, even as, five
years before, jam aut nunquam had been inscribed on his
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